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Foreword:

In 2009, and 2010, two documents have had a major impact on New Zealand Primary schools: The New Zealand Curriculum and The National Standards for Mathematics and Literacy from Years 1 to 8.

The first Document was gazetted by the Ministry of Education late 2008/early 2009, and gave New Zealand Primary Schools the mandate to create their local curriculum, while the latter instructed schools to assess all students against the National Standards for their year level.

As both documents are prescriptive, they list criteria against which the Curriculum is to be developed, and to be assessed against.

These criteria in the core teaching areas of Mathematics and Literacy must be known intimately to allow programmes to be developed for and taught to each age group, thus must be included in all planning, teaching and assessment design.

Both documents have been included in “electronic formats” and thus are able to be reformatted for use by schools to assist in their delivery to child students.

The work carried out by this “Sabbatical Paper” has been to reorganize that material presented in the two documents, which allows the criteria to be easily accessed by staff at St Mary’s School.

The Task:

The task involved visiting both documents, categorizing and arranging the detail in a database, that could then be accessed through the mail merge tool of MS Word, in a format that can be easily copied and attached to planning documents. 

Two key files have been produced over six weeks, and are attached to this paper.

File 1: The Database placed on the Excel Worksheet (254 Records)

File 2: The Mail merge Summary Sheet placed on an MSWord Page.

How to Mail Merge the two documents:

1. Open the MS WORD document attached.

2. Go to TOOLS on the MS WORD TOOLBAR

3. Locate Mail Merge and CLICK.

4. Locate the Open Datasource Icon and CLICK

5. Locate the Excel FILE attached with the data on it CLICK

6. Use the Scroll icons to bring up each of the 254 Records on the Excel Sheet you have just merged to.

Included below are three of the files that are produced when mail merged.

NOTE: For PC users, save both attachments. When opening the word document “Curriculum Guides - Standards” you will be asked to run an SQL command. Select “No” and continue. 
For MAC users, save both attachments. When opening the word document “Curriculum Guides - Standards” you will be asked to “Find file”. Click on that. It will take you through to your own computer files. Search for “Curriculum Descriptors – Standards” and click on that file. The merge should happen automatically.
Finally, these objective, aim and criteria summaries have helped us when planning and documenting Curriculum for teaching and assessment in 2010.

C.T. Moriarty, Principal St Mary’s School, Gore (4018)
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	St Mary’s School , Gore.

Curriculum Learning Statement
	Mathematics


Curriculum Code: MA - ST
Curriculum Level: 6
Category: Measurement
Curriculum Intent: 

In Mathematics and Statistics, students explore relationships in quantities, space, and data and learn to express these relationships in ways that help them to make sense of the world around them.
Curriculum Statement (AO-Standard):

STUDENTS WILL: measure time and the attributes of objects, choosing appropriate standard units use arrays to find the areas of rectangles and the volumes of cuboids, given whole-number dimensions
Assessment Task:

	


Curriculum Success Indicators: 

STUDENTS CAN: 

measure the 

___lengths, 

___areas of rectangles and triangles given whole number dimensions

___volumes of cuboids given whole number dimensions

___capacities, 

___weights, 

___temperatures of objects 

___ tell the time

___duration of events (time), 

___reading scales to the nearest whole number 

___choosing appropriate standard units and 

___working with them to the nearest tenth  

Attainment:  

Attainment Key for End of Year 6 Understanding & Application Standard:    

___(WB)eginning understanding for Year 6 Standard    

___(B)Progressing towards the Year 6 Standard  

___(At)Achieving  the Year 6 Standard

___(A+)Beyond the Year 6 Standard

Statement of Achievement or Progress:
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	St Mary’s School , Gore.

Curriculum Learning Statement
	English


Curriculum Code: EN - STD
Curriculum Level: 3
Category: Writing
Curriculum Intent: 

In English, students study, use, and enjoy language and literature communicated orally, visually, or in writing.
Curriculum Statement (AO-Standard):

STUDENTS WILL: After three years at school, students will create texts in order to meet the writing demands of the New Zealand Curriculum as they work towards level 2. Students will use their writing to think about, record, and communicate experiences, ideas, and information to meet specific learning purposes across the curriculum.

Key characteristics of students' writing at this level

Students will write for a range of different purposes linked to the curriculum, using a process and drawing on the knowledge, skills, and attitudes that will help them achieve their purpose. The knowledge, skills, and attitudes expected at this level, including those needed for spelling and punctuation, are described in the Literacy Learning Progressions.

Students will independently write texts that are clearly directed to a particular audience. They will organise their texts according to a basic structure that meets their purpose for writing (for example, a story with a beginning, a middle, and an end). These texts will include, when appropriate:

•content, mostly relevant, that conveys several experiences, items of information, and/or ideas relating to a curriculum topic and that sometimes includes detail and/or comment

•mainly simple and compound sentences that vary in their beginnings and lengths and in the simple conjunctions used

•attempts at some complex sentences

•some specific vocabulary that is appropriate to the content of the text.

Assessment Task:

	


Curriculum Success Indicators: 

STUDENT: As they write, students build on own expertise and demonstrate that they:

___can orally convey ideas and information in preparation for writing;

___use planning strategies to organise main ideas for writing (lists, mind maps)

___and to generate language for writing

___use their plans to inform and shape their writing;

___use language and structures that show an awareness of the audience

___use phonetic skills, dictionaries, classroom charts, & reading materials, to spell new words

___review own writing from making judgments whether the writing meets the intended purpose

___and revise if necessary;

___proofread their writing, e.g., by recognising most spelling errors and applying fix-up strategies.

___Have mastered 130 ESSL words minimum.

Attainment:  

Attainment Key for End of Year 3 Understanding & Application Standard:    

___(B)eginning understanding for Year 3 Standard    

___(P)rogressing towards the Year 3 Standard  

___(A)chieving  the Year 3 Standard

___(A+)eyond the Year 3 Standard

Statement of Achievement or Progress:

	


Example 3
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	St Mary’s School , Gore.

Curriculum Learning Statement
	English


Curriculum Code: EN - STD
Curriculum Level: 1
Category: Writing
Curriculum Intent: 

In English, students study, use, and enjoy language and literature communicated orally, visually, or in writing.
Curriculum Statement (AO-Standard):

STUDENTS WILL: After one year at school, students will create texts as they learn in a range of contexts across the New Zealand Curriculum within level 1. Students will use their writing to think about, record, and communicate experiences, ideas, and information to meet specific learning purposes across the curriculum.

Key characteristics of students' writing at this level

Students will plan for writing, using talk or pictures. They will independently write simple texts, drawing on the knowledge, skills, and attitudes that will help them achieve their purpose. The knowledge, skills, and attitudes expected at this level, including those needed for spelling and punctuation, are described in the Literacy Learning Progressions.

The texts that students write will include, when appropriate:

•an idea, response, opinion, or question

•several sentences (including some compound sentences with simple conjunctions such as 'and')

•some key personal vocabulary and high-frequency words

•attempts at transferring words encountered in the writer's oral language or reading to their writing.

Assessment Task:

	


Curriculum Success Indicators: 

STUDENT: As they write, students build on their expertise & demonstrate that they:

___use talk or pictures to develop ideas before writing & to turn some ideas into sentences;

___can retain more than one idea in the head long enough to write them down, 

___reread what they write as they are writing, 

___retell the written text to themselves or others;

___can write & revise two or more simple sentences on a single topic or idea

___use known high-frequency words & words from their oral vocabulary

___has a depth of vocabulary that enables them to engage in word play

___expands their understanding of the meanings of familiar words

___uses knowledge of HiFreq words & phoneme–grapheme cues to work out words when writing

___knows that there can be different ways of representing the same sound (e.g., said/circle; keep/cat)

___knows sound–letter relationships & applies them to form simple, spelled words (band & ship)

___are able to hear the parts of multisyllabic words (e.g., to-mo-ro in tomorrow)

___ & to record the known parts (e.g., to-mro)

___use knowledge of morphology (e.g., the word endings -s, -ing, & -ed) to encode words

___use visual memory; Can recall 30 ESSL words minimum

___use strategies to support their spelling (wallcharts, books, picture dictionary, asking others)

___use strategies to write more text (use repeated sentence pattern (“I went to …”) 

___or by reading back over the writing so far

___innovates on a text, using sentence pattern, 

___a repetitive or cumulative plot, 

___or the same characters (in a different situation);

___can reread what they’ve written, talk about it, 

___& respond to feedback by making changes to their writing 

___write most letters & numerals legibly.



Attainment:  

Attainment Key for End of Year 1 Understanding & Application Standard:    

___(B)eginning understanding for Year 1 Standard    

___(P)rogressing towards the Year 1 Standard  

___(A)chieving  the Year 1 Standard

___(A+)Beyond the Year 1 Standard

Statement of Achievement or Progress:

	


